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Philosophy of Assessment
Assessment is the act of evaluating, appraising, qualities, performances, and needs of individuals, programs and institutions.    The purpose of assessment is to enhance student learning.  Every student is an individual with many abilities, skills and knowledge.  Assessment should focus on all areas of student learning and development.  For example, core academics, intellectual ability, social responsibility and physical fitness. 
Proper assessment lets a teacher know if what and how they are teaching is valid and effective. One of the processes teachers use is authentic assessment.  Authentic assessment has its good and bad points.  A good thing about it is that it follows the educational objectives very closely.  Assessment will be extremely accurate. But authentic assessment is limited in the fact that by only assessing what is taught, there is no room to extend knowledge. 

Traditional testing also has its good and bad points.  A traditional test challenges the student’s language skills.  They have to think about their answers.  A bad thing is that what if the test is not written at the language level of the student?  I know that assessment is going to vary from student to student. If I had to label an assessment philosophy it would be to be flexible and do not get locked down on one strategy. Like anything else in the classroom, assessment should be dynamic.
